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A Different Kind of Medal Count... 


Numismagram Newsletter #65 (VIII/2021) 





With the summer Olympics finally here, there is a bit more talk of medals than during 
non-Olympic periods, and our selection of medals for this month should offer just as 
much variety as any jam-packed viewing schedule of the games. Though no actual 

sporting competitions are covered with these medals, there are still awards in their own 
right, such as this alluring Art Deco medal from France, awarded in 1953... 
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Awards like these were presented for a benchmark regarding years of service in a 


particular industry or for a certain company. In this instance, likely 25 or 30 years and for 
the Syndicat Général de la Construction Electrique. 


Similarly, Sweden had a medal for such an honor that would be offered on behalf of the 
reigning sovereign to the “long and faithful employee,” such as this elegant specimen... 
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Still others commemorate competitions, but not of the athletic type. This charming piece, 
also produced in the alluring Art Deco style, was instead utilized as an award for an 
amateur film festival held in Le Touquet, France, in 1968... 
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Speaking of cinema, where would the movie industry be without the groundwork that took 
place under the vision of Adolph Zukor and the company which he would co-found, 
Paramount Pictures? 
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This charming medal was issued for the 15th anniversary of the Zukor’s forerunner to 
Paramount, the “Famous Players-Lasky Company,” and even features Paramount's 
iconic logo on the reverse. 


Meanwhile, when we think of movie production, we certainly think of “lights, camera, 
action, and you can't have the first without thinking of Thomas A. Edison, of course. 
Rather appropriately, he is featured on a medal in this month’s upload, and a particularly 
unusual one at that, being issued by the Electrical Association of Argentina in 1929... 
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Why 1929%—It was the 50th anniversary of Edison's invention of the incandescent light 
bulb. So groundbreaking was this invention that an early version of a light bulb takes 
center stage on this souvenir medal from the 3rd International Exposition for Electricity, 
held in Vienna in 1883... 
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The rest of this month’s upload contains a few World War | types, some poignant 
engraved coin art dog tags/WWI mementos, and some Swedish commemorative issues. 
To view all of our new items, please click here 
(https://shoutout.wix.com/so/fONiHnOCw/c? 
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You are receiving this message because you have expressed an interest in our material or have 


purchased from us in the past. 
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